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prison visiting experience. Other dear friends, of
course, were in the trenches and there was the constant
anxiety about them too. Eva overworked herself
incessantly and was terribly anxious about Constance
always. We both got seriously ill for a time and in
1920 had to go to Italy to recuperate. For part of the
time we stayed with our friends George and Margaret
Gavan Duffy. The former was Sinn Fein representative
in Rome. While we were there, Constance's friends
became very worried lest violence should be done to
her under the ' Black and Tan' rule. At one time
when she was in prison in Ireland, they were not
satisfied with her treatment. They therefore begged
Eva to secure an audience with the Pope, to tell him
of Constance's imprisonment and ask him to bless a
rosary to be sent to her in prison. It was not easy for
a non-Catholic to carry out this plan. However, we
went to an ordinary audience at the Vatican. When
the Pope entered the chamber, everyone knelt. As
he passed round the room giving them his blessing,
each person kissed his ring. When it came to our
turn, I am ashamed to say I was so absorbed in
anxiety that I forgot my part. However, Eva was
calmer, mercifully, and speaking in rapid Italian she
got in the whole story of her sister's danger and asked
him to bless the rosary. The Pope listened carefully
to all she said and gave the blessing. His long pause
appeared to alarm his attendants and some of them
came hastily down the room. I caught sight of an
Irish chamberlain in a resplendent uniform and with a
cocked hat under his arm, coming along with a surprised
look on his face. However, as he was a friend, I thought
he was probably not too perturbed. What remains in
my memory is the sad tired face of Benedict xv. as
he walked towards us. I felt profoundly sorry for him,
for the world's burdens must have weighed heavily

